ECO-MEET 2023 – Interview an Environmental Professional:
Optional Project Guidelines
Background

The Environmental Science Education Cooperative (ESEC) is interested in introducing students to environmental professional across the Southeast. We would like you to discover how real-life environmental professionals accomplish big things for science every day. This is your opportunity to learn about environmental science! Topics may include but are not limited to water resources, conservation efforts, wildlife protection, forest ecology, renewable energy, green infrastructure, hydropower, microorganisms, etc. For this project, you and your Eco-Meet teammates will select a professional in the Southeastern United States to conduct an interview with and then create a presentation based on that interview. The environmental professional can be an expert in any subject pertaining to environmental science that effects the southeastern US and, more specifically the CSRA. Present your interview using your choice of media.
Requirements
The project shall be submitted before or at the time of check-in at Eco-Meet and consist of a packet with:

· Choice of media presentation such as a video, poster, written report, or audio recording. Be creative!
· Include an introduction of your environmental professional, their background, education, and current job description. Brainstorm 5 specific and relevant questions about their work in the environment and how it has an impact on environmental science. Be sure to conclude with 3 ways a career path like theirs could lead to new scientific research/impacts in the CSRA.  
· 3 valuable insights you and your teammates gained from talking with this environmental professional. 
The media presentations will be placed on display, if possible, at Eco-Meet. Participation in this project is optional. However, an award will be given to the best optional project team. The optional project can also be used as a tie-breaker for Eco-Meet test scores, if necessary.
Judging Criteria

All projects will be held to the same general criteria; each ranked area score will be weighted to provide a final project score. Though, as in all projects that are subjectively reviewed, a strict scoring system is not used and judges will use their own discretion, as well as the rubric, for final ranking. The rubric is as follows on the next page.  

The Judges reserve the right to interview any team member during Eco-Meet on project content and impacts.

GOOD LUCK!
